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chapels and school-houses were actually burnt down to the
ground by incendiaries, and the erection of new ones pre-
vented by the threats and violence of the Sudras. A native
gentleman of high caste, Banian Tambi, who had proved
himself friendly to the missionaries, and had ventured to sell
them the ground on which they were erecting the mission-
house at Neyoor, was seized and imprisoned on false charges,
and was not released for seven years. The native converts
were falsely accused, thrown into prison, and sometimes
removed from place to place for months, so as to conceal the
place of their confinement. Heathen Shanars and Pariahs
were sent, under the guise of inquirers, to act as spies and
carry their report to the persecuting party. Some of the
schools were interrupted, and the books torn and cast into
the street. Menaces were used to deter the native Christians
from attending public worship; men were seized on the
Sabbath, and compelled to work on that day; women were
insulted and beaten in the bazars; and alarm and terror
spread amongst the timid people in every direction.

Among the Christians seized at one place were the school-
master and the principal man of the village, who had recently
embraced Christianity; the house of the schoolmaster they
first plundered and then burnt. The house of another
respectable native, whom, with others, they had falsely
charged with murder, they broke open, robbed, and, he
himself being absent, seized his three sons. At length their
outrages became so alarming and intolerable as to render it
absolute]y necessary to apply for military aid, which was at
once afforded, and was the means of checking for the time
the further violence of the assailants.

One poor man was tied to the hind leg of an elephant,
and ill-treated for refusing to do forced labour without pay.
Mr. Ashton had to accompany several women, who had been
shamefully beaten, and whose clothing had been publicly